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needs of the community since 1959.
Ever since, patients continue to be
saved; the critically ill continue to be
treated; and the 24-hour emergency
care is still available to the commu-
nity.

Now at 94 years old, Mr. Watts re-
sides with his wife, Barbara, in Gulf-
port, Mississippi. Although he is re-
tired, the organizations and commu-
nity projects developed under his lead-
ership are still in operation today. I be-
lieve Mr. Watts’ life is a great example
of generosity and devotion to the
greater good of society. We can all
learn from Mr. Watts’ inspiring story
of public service, and I join my col-
league in recognizing and in thanking
Mr. Watts for his life of service.

We wish him, his wife, Barbara, and
their children—Susan, Rick, who is
here with us in the gallery, Jane,
Danette, and Paul—all of the best in
their future endeavors, and we thank
them for continuing their father’s leg-
acy of noble service to the community.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would remind Members to refrain
from referring to occupants of the gal-
lery.

———

GOVERNMENT WASTE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise this morning in strong support of
the eight bills before the House today
or, more importantly, in support of
what they represent, which is common-
sense government reform.

As a Representative of the hard-
working taxpayers in southeastern
Pennsylvania, it is my duty to make
sure that they are getting value for
every dollar that they send to the Na-
tion’s Capital. Right now, our Federal
Government seems to find better ways
to waste money than to save it. The
culture of systemic waste, abuse, and
lack of accountability needs to end.

We have the opportunity this week.
We can vote to streamline the Federal
Government to make it work for the
American taxpayer. The Stop Govern-
ment Abuse legislative package being
considered today works to rein in wide-
spread waste and inefficiency through-
out Washington. These bills represent
commonsense, bipartisan solutions
that actually solve problems.

After this week, Members will leave
for a month to head back to our dis-
tricts. Many of us are going to be at-
tending events and hosting town halls
to facilitate conversations with our
constituents. I am eager to report to
them that, despite our differences, this
body was able to come together to sup-
port so many commonsense reforms. So
I urge my colleagues to support the
bills being considered here and to vote
to begin restoring faith in government.

————
END HUNGER NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
HARTZLER). The Chair recognizes the
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gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN) for 56 minutes.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, for
the 20th time this Congress, I stand
here to talk about how we can end hun-
ger now. Hunger is a political condi-
tion. We have the food; we have the
means; and we have the systems to end
hunger now. We know how to do it. We
just don’t have the political will to
make it happen, but that wasn’t always
the case.

In the late 1960s, America began seri-
ously to confront its poverty problem.
President Johnson fought the war on
poverty, and his programs, including
Medicare, Medicaid, and title I edu-
cation programs—just to name a few—
started to combat the poverty and in-
equality that were rampant across
many parts of this country. President
Nixon followed in his footsteps by
hosting the first and only White House
Conference on Food, Nutrition, and
Health, a conference that focused on
hunger in America.

The result of that conference was a
precipitous drop in the number of hun-
gry people in America. Contrary to
Budget Committee Chairman PAUL
RYAN’s belief, the antipoverty pro-
grams from the Johnson administra-
tion and the antihunger programs cre-
ated by the Nixon administration
worked. In fact, hunger and poverty
would be much worse today if it
weren’t for these programs.

The truth is we almost eradicated
hunger in America thanks to a
strengthened food stamp program and
the creation of the WIC program in the
1970s, but those gains were erased and
hunger increased because of the poli-
cies of Ronald Reagan. Since then,
we’ve seen food stamp usage increase
during every single administration. We
can and we must do better.

One of the highlights of the effort
that nearly ended hunger in America in
the 1970s was the WIC program, for-
mally titled the Special Supplemental
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants,
and Children. WIC is an innovative pro-
gram that provides nutritious food and
food counseling for pregnant women,
nursing mothers, infants, and children
under the age of 5.

Why is this program so critical?

Madam Speaker, prenatal enrollment
in WIC is associated with lower infant
mortality, in fewer premature births,
and in a lower likelihood that infants
will have very low or low birth
weights; and because an infant’s med-
ical costs increase tenfold if he is of
low birth weight, every dollar invested
in WIC yields between $1.90 and up to
$4.20 in Medicaid savings. This is lit-
erally about improving the physical
well-being of developing children. This
program affects these participants for
the entirety of their lives. It’s just that
important, and it’s critical that we get
it right.

But, unlike SNAP, WIC is a discre-
tionary program. This means that it is
subject to the appropriations process;
and in this time of budgetary aus-
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terity, WIC was included in the across-
the-board cuts to defense and non-de-
fense discretionary programs under the
sequester. SNAP was excluded because
it’s an entitlement like Social Security
and Medicare, but WIC was included in
the sequester because it is not an enti-
tlement.

As if the cuts in sequester were not
bad enough, the House Agriculture ap-
propriations bill now cuts the program
even further by more than $500 million.
The 7.3 percent cut to WIC in this bill
could result in over 200,000 pregnant
mothers and infants losing nutritious
food. Even factoring in the reserve
fund, 55,000 moms and kids will go
without the nutrition that they need.
It is sad that the Republican-controlled
House of Representatives is cutting
vital health and development programs
for pregnant and nursing mothers and
their very young children while at the
same time they’ve found billions of
dollars to send overseas in a wasteful
war in Afghanistan.

Madam Speaker, during my series of
End Hunger Now speeches, there has
been one unifying theme that, I be-
lieve, puts us on the path to end hunger
now. That theme is Presidential leader-
ship. We need Presidential leadership
to end hunger now. The last White
House Conference on Food, Nutrition,
and Health nearly ended hunger in
America. I know that we can do even
better if President Obama would con-
vene such a conference. With a White
House conference on food and nutri-
tion, we could focus on ways to reduce
hunger and obesity in smart, not arbi-
trary ways. We could figure out how to
treat hunger and obesity as health
issues while we work on ways to prop-
erly attack these scourges.

Madam Speaker, we desperately need
Presidential leadership. We need a
comprehensive plan. We need the polit-
ical will. We need a White House con-
ference on food and nutrition. I urge
the President to act now.

———
THE FACE OF A HERO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Nevada (Mr. HECK) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HECK of Nevada. Madam Speak-
er, I come to the floor today with a
heavy heart to pay my respects and to
bid a solemn farewell to Las Vegas
Metropolitan Police Officer David
Vanbuskirk. Officer Vanbuskirk was
killed in the line of duty on Tuesday,
July 23 while participating in a rescue
mission outside of Las Vegas. He was 36
years old.

To me, Dave was more than a con-
stituent, and he was more than a pub-
lic servant. He was one of my medics
and a teammate. You see, prior to com-
ing to Congress, I was a member of the
LVMPD Search and Rescue team and
the department’s medical director.

A 13-year veteran of the department
and one of only seven commissioned
search and rescue officers on this elite
force, Officer Vanbuskirk was called
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